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June 12, 1997
UM PROGRAM NEEDS HOST FAMILIES FOR JAPANESE STUDENTS 
M ISSOULA—
The University o f Montana’s Center for Continuing Education needs host families for 
visiting Japanese students during several days in July and August.
Students from Japan’s Kumamoto Gakuen and Toyo universities will be at UM for a month 
of intense English training and field trips. Their UM experience also promises short stays with 
local residents, and that’s where host families come in.
Students from Kumamoto Gakuen University will need hosts from Friday evening to 
Monday morning, July 18-21. The program for Toyo University students includes two home 
stays, Aug. 1-4 and Aug. 15-22.
Host families will provide meals, sleeping accommodations and transportation to and from 
the University. Beyond that, nothing extraordinary is required. The simple sharing of family 
routines and making the students feel at home is most important. For their generosity, host 
families will receive an expense defrayment from the Department of International Conferences and 
Institutes.
Kumamoto Prefecture has been Montana’s sister state for 15 years, and this is the sixth 
summer that Kumamoto Gakuen University students have come to UM for a cultural immersion 
experience. Students from Toyo University have been coming for more than 10 years. Host 
families contribute immeasurably to these relationships on a personal level.
Individuals or families interested in helping with the home-stay programs should call 
Marsha Rogers at (406) 243-2164 as soon as possible.
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